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The Bradley University College of Liberal Arts and Sciences is strongly committed to 
students’ experiential learning. Meritorious summer research and artistry substantially 
advances students’ intellectual and personal growth. 

 
Purpose: To provide outstanding College of Liberal Arts and Sciences students with 
the time, financial support, and intensive faculty mentoring to pursue, in-depth, a 
meaningful research or artistic project related to a senior thesis or capstone project. 

 
Eligibility: Any degree-seeking undergraduate currently enrolled full-time (12 or more 
credit hours) at Bradley University who is (a) in their junior year (60+ credit hours), (b) 
majoring in one of the departments in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and (c) 
able to devote significant time to research or artistic activity for at least 9 weeks during 

the summer. Students with senior status (90+ hours) are eligible if they are enrolled as 
a full-time degree-seeking undergraduate at Bradley University during the Fall 2021 
semester. 

 
There is no definitive model for summer research and artistry. A sampling of activities 
includes scientific laboratory work, field research, software design and/or application, 
survey research, mathematical work, archival research, literary or philosophical analysis, 
cultural studies, interviews, media studies, creative writing and poetry, and translation 
work. 

 
Award: Awardees of the LAS Dean’s Fellowship are eligible for a $4,500 stipend to 

cover basic living expenses during the summer. Personnel receiving compensation will 
be required to fill out time forms at appropriate intervals as requested by the University. 
 
Each faculty mentor will receive $500 as an expression of gratitude for devoted 
summer mentorship 

 
Selection criteria: The three principal criteria for making award decisions are (a) the 
quality of the student’s proposal, (b) a fit between the research or artistic plan and the 
proposed timeline for completion, and (c) clear evidence of the faculty mentor’s support 
for the project. As a secondary consideration, the disciplinary diversity of the awards 

may be taken into account in cases where multiple awards are both possible and 
warranted. 

 
Commitments: Recipients of the LAS Dean’s Award ($4,500) are expected to work full-
time (at least 30 hours a week) on a research or artistic project for at least 9 weeks out 
of the 13 weeks that span the Bradley 2021 summer sessions (May 17 through August 
13). Thus, the minimum commitment is 270 hours (30 per week for 9 weeks). The 
minimum 9 week commitment can be spread out within the 13 week summer session 
(allowing for vacation time, etc.). 

 

At the conclusion of the summer (August 13, 2021) the Fellow will submit a Project 

Summary that describes the outcomes of the summer work. The summary will be a 



five-page double-spaced report that reflects thoughtfully on the summer research or 
artistic experience and clearly details what was accomplished during the summer period 
of work. The summary will be submitted in person or electronically to Dr. Derek 
Montgomery, Associate Dean of Engaged Learning, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
Bradley Hall 233,  montg@fsmail.bradley.edu. The faculty mentor should also receive 
the project summary. 

 
The Fellow is expected to submit the final work for presentation. The presentation can 
be at a professional conference and/or at the Bradley University Student Expo held in 
Spring 2022. A copy of the presentation Abstract should be submitted to Dr. Derek 
Montgomery (address above).  

 
The student agrees to have his or her name, photograph, and project information 
appear on Bradley University websites and printed materials. 

 
Faculty Mentor: The faculty mentor commits to meet with the student routinely during 
the summer to discuss the project’s progress. If necessary, these meetings may occur 
via Skype or some other electronic form. The mentor is a full-time faculty member in a 

department within the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
 
The mentor will review and approve (a) the project summary at the conclusion of the 
summer period and (b) the final written work. 
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Application Process: LAS Undergraduate Summer Research and Artistry 
Fellowship Program 

 
Completed applications include a proposal and a faculty letter of support. The proposal 
and faculty letter of support should be submitted electronically to Pat Campbell, 

Supervisor of Administration,  patc@bradley.edu and Derek Montgomery, Associate Dean 

of Engaged Learning,  montg@fsmail.bradley.edu no later than Friday, March 19th, 
2021. 

 
A. Research or Artistic Proposal 

 
The proposal should be written by the student (with feedback from the faculty mentor). 

The proposal should be written for a non-specialist. In no more than 5 double-spaced 
pages (not including references), the proposal should provide: 

 
1. Student and Faculty information (name, department, and address) and nature 
of the project (senior thesis, honors capstone or thesis, capstone to complete 
major requirements, independent study capstone assignment etc.). 

 
2. General project summary. In 250 words or less, describe your proposal for 

a general audience by stating what you plan to do and the problem or creative 
opportunity that your project addresses.  

 
3. A clear description of the proposed project written for a non-specialist. The 
description should include 

 
a. The rationale for the project (citing sources of prior work by applicant  
and/or others when relevant) and its significance. 
 
b. A plan explaining the method, procedure, techniques, and/or activities 

by which the project’s rationale will be addressed. 
 

c. A brief summary of anticipated results (e.g., quantitative, qualitative,  
creative product, etc…). Figures, graphs, and other depictions do not count 
against the 5 page limit of this section. 
 
d. References: Works cited in your proposal written in the style of your 
discipline. 

 
4. Proposed Timeline: The timeline should include (a) start- and end- dates during 
the summer, (b) specific project milestones expected at particular points during the 
summer and (c) if applicable, milestones projected in the semester(s) after the 
summer that will lead to final completion of the project. 

 
If the project requires Institutional Review Board (IRB) or Institutional Animal Care 
and Use Committee (IACUC) approval, note in this section if your project has such 
approval or when such approval is expected. A summer project that requires IRB or 
IACUC approval cannot be funded unless that approval is obtained by the summer 
start date. It is the responsibility of the student and faculty mentor to inform the 
LAS Associate Dean of Engaged Learning if required approval has not been 
obtained by the time of the award period. 
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If the student is completing a paid summer internship, studying abroad, or enrolled 
in coursework during the summer, sufficient attention to the summer project 

could be compromised. Reviewers will take into account whether the student can 
realistically devote significant effort during the summer months and achieve the 
project goals in a timely manner.  

 
Consequently, if the student is involved in activities or coursework that pose  
competing time demands, a statement explaining how the student will satisfy the 
proposed timeline is required. 

 
B. Faculty Letter of Support 

 
The faculty mentor will submit a letter that includes: 

 
1.  A description of the student’s academic qualifications and experiences that 

show his or her exceptional promise for successful completion of the project 

within the proposed timeline. Please describe, if applicable, any previous or 

ongoing collaborative work with the student. 

 
2.  An indication of the proposed project’s soundness and relative importance 

within your discipline. Please indicate what makes the project exceptional and 

worth funding. 

 
3.  A description of your anticipated involvement in the project during the 

summer and, if applicable, during the subsequent months that lead to its 

completion. 



Evaluation Rubric for Proposals 
 

1 2 3 4 5 

Adequate  Very Good  Superior 
 

 
 

Proposal 

Clear objective 
stated in project 
summary:  

Project rationale and 

significance explained 

and situated in context: 

Soundness of project plan: 

Anticipated results clearly 

follow from project plan: 

 
Clarity of expression for 

a non-specialist audience: 

 
Timeline 

 
Milestones are 

stated in sufficient detail: 

 
Realistic fit between 

plan and timeline: 

 
Faculty mentor support 

 
Student’s previous work 

demonstrates 

exceptional promise: 

 
The perceived quality 

of the project: 

 
Anticipated faculty involvement 

will provide sufficient guidance 

and promote independent work: 
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